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Mr. Macumu Pierre
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Youth Action for Dev. & Youth Employment

Summit Network

16, Rohero II, Rue Bututsi
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Bujumbura, Burundi

Dear Sir,
INTRODUCING THE UNIDO REGIONAL CENTRE 

FOR SMALL HYDRO POWER, ABUJA, NIGERIA
The UNIDO Regional Centre for Small Hydro Power (UNIDO-RC-SHP), Abuja, Nigeria, is an Agency of UNIDO established to facilitate programmes and projects related to renewable energy technology with particular focus on Small Hydro Power.  This is the second, after the RC-SHP, Kerala, India, established over three years ago for the Asia Region.  It is equally important to state that these two RCs are offshoots of the International Centre for Small Hydro Power (UNIDO-IC-SHP) in Hangzhou, China, that is more than a decade old.

Small hydro Power has been identified as one of the most appropriate, environmentally friendly and economic renewable energy source, which can provide convenient and uninterrupted energy to off-grid rural villages in the countries of Africa.  

Hydro Power, currently having a global share of 15% of all electricity produced, is facing challenges for further development due to rigorous licensing requirements.  In an era of Green Power and competitive environment, this renewable energy source which is as a result of a natural phenomenon, rather than a finite resource like coal, oil or gas, deserves to be utilized increasingly under consolidated planning and management by the governments, with due consideration to issues of social equity.

It is envisaged that the Regional Centre will play a crucial role to promote and accelerate sustainable development in the continent through developing cost-effective technology, 

utilizing local equipment, materials and labour, providing training and awareness building programmes on renewable energy systems and small hydro power development
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schemes, organizing consultancy programmes on comprehensive aspects of implementing Renewable Energy Systems and Small Hydro Power development in particular.

The Federal Government of Nigeria, the host country of the Regional Centre, had earlier accepted the responsibility of funding the administrative and establishment costs of the Regional Centre.  The formal take-off of activities commenced fully with the core staff on 1st February, 2006.   This is in line with earlier announcements made at different International fora on Small Hydro Power in Hangzhou, China; Trivandrum, Kerala, India; Bamako, Mali and Roorkee Uttranchal, India, and recently at the 2nd International Conference on Hydro Power, Hangzhou, China.

The Detailed Report and Recommendation for the “2nd Hydro Power for Today Conference and Training”, which was sent to all the participants at the training in Hangzhou, China, has two major outcomes of the Conference listed as item 17, 21 and 22 briefly summarized as:

· Contacting nodal points in all African Countries for sensitization/awareness creation for faster SHP development;

· Follow-up of refurbishment SHP stations through efforts of RC, Abuja;

· Capacity building for SHP projects in Africa;

· Master plan for SHP development for each country.

These issues all fall within the two fold mandate of the RC:

· Promote Small Hydro Power in Africa; 

· Training and Capacity building in SHP

Similarly, UNIDO is about to launch a major project on SHP implementation ($20million) with the support of the Government of India and China.  UNIDO Vienna is equally of the view that all future implementation of SHP projects should be channeled through the RC-SHP, Abuja.  The Regional Centre is positioned to play a very proactive role in the execution of projects, by facilitating the monitoring of progress and implementation of SHP projects throughout the region.

It is in this regard and especially the future implementation of SHP projects by UNIDO in your country that we are requesting for:

· An SHP Development Programme be put in place;

· Potential sites be identified and selected for SHP development;

· Details of already identified potential sites for SHP projects in your country.

If you need some assistance in any aspects of the above request, do not hesitate to get back to us please

Kind Regards

Engr. (Dr.) A. A. Esan, FNSE
Technical Director
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